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Intro	  and	  Context	  	  
As part as our multinational and tourists groups course, module 713, we 

have been asked to analyse three peer reviewed journal articles which 

evaluate the same issue at least in two different countries. Then, we 

should summarize the results and conclusion of each articles and make 

reflection on the relevance of the  three studies for Swiss tourism. I 

decided to choose the issue about the impacts of climate change on 

alpine areas and resorts. My three articles concern Sweden, Australia, 

and the European Alps. 

In this mini case study, these three articles are analyzed and 

compared. Each articles speak about impacts of climate change on 

alpine resorts. During these last few years, alpine resorts and ski 

destinations have to fight more and more against climate issues. 

Therefore, many resorts have to use artificial snow making and other 

are even obliged to close. 

The current ski market is a big one worldwide, mainly within Europe, 

North America and Japan. Therefore, the impacts of climate change 

on Alpine Resort will results in wide decrease in this important market. 

Another issue is  the fact that ski season will reduced which will have a 

negative economic impact for apline resorts. This is the reasons why 

strategies of adaptation have to be found as soon as possible, we 

could not control climate change but we could try to diminish its 

impacts. 
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Summary	  of	  results	  of	  the	  three	  studies	  
The first article is « Effects of climate change on alpine skiing in 

Sweden ». It focues especially on the  future development of the alpine 

downhill skiing industry in Sweden, the analysis that show predicted 

losses and is looking for adapting strategies. 

The second article, « Climate change and tourism in the moutain 

regions of North America », focuses more on the environment side of 

an alpine resort. The fact that natural environment determines the 

attractiveness of a region is pointed out and tourism is dependent on. 

(Scott, 2003) 

The last article is « Climate change as a threat to tourism in the Alps », 

focusing mainly on Switzerland. The main issue is the snow-reliability that 

will rise from 1200 meters from 1800 m in the Alps over the next few 

decades. It means that ski resorts that are at lower altitude will 

withdraw from the market sooner or later because of the lack of snow. 

(Elsasser ; Bürki, 2002) 

The table below shows	  snow reliability of Swiss ski resorts 

 

Summary	  of	  the	  conclusion	  and	  the	  recommendations	  of	  the	  
three	  studies	  
The three articles have similar conlusions with same main issues which 

are explained below. 

Climate change is clearly a long-term challenge that will create new 

risks and opportunities for different segment of the tourism 

marketplace. The development of strategic research have to be put in 
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place. Therefore, climate change scientists, government tourism 

officials and the tourism industry should collaborate in order to develop 

a research program. (Scott, 2003) 

Winter tourism depends on good snow conditions. However, research 

findings show that there will be an increase in the numbers of winters 

with little snow on accountof climate change. Therefore, in order to 

respond to tourists demand, ski resorts will have significant costs due to 

artificial snow making. Moreover, locals people who live from winter 

tourism could probably lose their livelihoods through climate change. 

Contrary to the tourists who will simply travel to another place. 

(Elsasser ; Bürki, 2002) 

Personal	  assessment	  of	  the	  relevance	  of	  the	  studies	  for	  Swiss	  
Tourism	  
Swiss tourism already done a lot concerning the maintenance of alpine 

resorts. Some of the resorts invested a lot of money in term of artificial 

snow making. Strategies for adaptation have to be found as soon as 

possible. Moreover, ski resorts which suffer from lack of snow should 

improve their infrastructure and develop their offer for all the year 

round, mainly for summer, but not only for the winter season. 

It should have a collaboration between climate change scientists and 

the tourism industry in order to develop research program. 
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