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The World’s first double-decker cable car with open-
air sundeck 

By Raphaël Grosclaude 

CabriO, the world’s first double-decker cable car with an open air sundeck was inaugurated 

in Stanserhorn, Switzerland, on Friday, June 29th 2012. It is a 2.3km long ride which can take 

up to 60 customers from Kälti at 711 meters above sea level to Stanserhorn at 1850 meters 

in just over 6 minutes. The concept of this new type of cable car was to allow the guests to 

gaze at the panoramic view of the region while enjoying the fresh air and the open sky above 

them.  

The CabriO replaced an old 

cable car which was built in 

1975 after the hotel and the 

top part of the funicular was 

destroyed by a lightning on the 

Stanserhorn. This old cable car 

had a capacity of 37 people 

and made the trip in 8 minutes. 

The project was a big success 

since it was launched. In 2010, 

when the company wanted to 

recapitalize the project, they 

received around CHF 7 million 

from local private investors for a project which costed a total of CHF 28.1 million.  

With this new CabriO, they wanted to emphasize the fact that Switzerland was and still is the 

paradise for cable cars. Indeed, the Stanserhorn already has a historic funicular which broke 

the record in 1893 for the world’s longest funicular. The Stanserhorn has always been 

famous for its well preserved nature, the large variety of plants and animals and this is why 

they tried to camouflage the arrival and departure stations. 

The CabriO cable car is only operational from April to November. During the winter months, 

there is no service since there are no skiing possibilities from the mountain station and most 

tourist attractions can be done only during the warmer and sunnier months. These include 

the revolving restaurant, the marmots, hiking, delta and paragliding. 

http://kateoplis.tumblr.com/post/26177242842/w orlds-first-open-air-

double-decker-cable-car 

http://kateoplis.tumblr.com/post/26177242842/worlds-first-open-air-double-decker-cable-car
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This is why such a roofless cable car plays an important role. It offers their customers a 

unique experience where they can enjoy a 360° panoramic view with their hair in the wind as 

well as fresh mountain air. Moreover, the CabriO is fairly silent as it rushes people up the 

mountain at 8m/s. This allows the customer to enjoy the beautiful scenery even more. Such a 

cable car would make little sense in a ski resort. When going in a cable car, people prefer to 

stay warm and not having to endure the freezing winds. 

One of the major negative points of this cable car is that it is useless during the 5 month in 

winter when it is not operational. They will have to cover their operating costs over a short 

period of time and the maintenance costs in spring are going to be high since the machines 

are not going to work during the winter period. 

A solution for this low season for both the restaurant and the cable car would be for example 

to offer a package deal with a ride on the CabriO followed by a romantic supper in the 

restaurant and a night in an igloo. Over the weekends, they could also offer a brunch 

package for families with the cable car ride and an all you can eat buffet. Or for more sportive 

people, they could offer the possibility to rent snowshoes and climb to the top of the 

mountain and enjoy the ride with the CabriO back down to the village. 

The price for a round-trip with the CabriO might be a bit expensive (full price = CHF 68.-), but 

tourist with the General-Abonnement or the Swiss Travel Pass can get a 50% discount. This 

is why they have to sell the CabriO trip as an experience and not only as a mean of 

transport. Once on the top of the Stanserhorn, there’s not much to do except enjoying the 

view and the relaxing environment. 

Switzerland is also the proud mother of the world’s first double decker cable car (closed on 

all sides). It was inaugurated in 1995 in Samnaun, Switzerland and was at that time the 

biggest cable car in the world with a capacity of 180 people. 
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